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Ethics of palliative care and the right to euthanasia of hopeless patients
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Abstract

The right to Euthanasia of hopeless patients under Thai law. The law only guarantees allowing
hopeless patients to die peacefully. And the patient has clearly expressed their intent in writing of the
intention in section 12 of the National Health Act B.E. 2550. The World Health Organization (WHO) defines
palliative care as an approach that improves the quality of life of patients and their families facing the
problems associated with life-threatening illness. It is holistic, patient-centered, comprehensive, and
multidimensional so that it addresses not only the physical aspect but also the psychological, social and
spiritual dimensions. Quality nursing care is most importance for the palliative care and end-of-life
patients. Nurse’s role to promote the patient’s quality of life to relieve pain and suffering to support and
to give the patient and their family encouragement during dying process.

Keywords: Ethics of palliative care, Right to euthanasia, Patient’s quality, Euthanasia and Nurse’s role
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