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Management on Controlling Television Medias Influencing Imitation Behaviors of Teenagers
in Southern Part of the Northeastern Region of Thailand
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Abstract
This research aimed to investigate teenagers’ imitation behaviors in southern part of the
northeastern region of Thailand, and factors affecting imitation behaviors of teenagers and suggest
improvements on those behaviors of the teenagers in the southern part of northeastern region of

Thailand. Field research was a methodology. Survey questionnaires were used to collect data from the

~ 55 ~



NsasINNsRENMIU T 5 atuil 1 unseu-iquisu 2561
Vol. 5 No. 1 January - June 2018

sample groups: 366 high school students in Benjamamaharach school in Ubonratchathani, Srisaket
Wittayalai school in Srisaket, Yasotornpittayakom school in Yasotorn, and Amnajaroen school in
Amnajaroen. Data analysis was done using descriptive statistic and estimation statistics.

The results revealed that most questionnaire respondents were female with the age of 16 and
studying in Mathayomsuksa 4 and 6. TV soap operas containing most horrified and poignant imasges were
crime and investigation stories. TV soap operas containing most horrifying and shocking sounds were
mysterious stories. The medias showing contents with hatred, and extreme sadness were mostly found in
the TV medias . The medias with horrifying, and be touched sounds were mostly found in movies. The
level of behavior imitation in terms of dressing, using brand name products, and the usage of verbal
language was high. The imitation behavior from the casts was satisfactorily expressed by the students at a
high level. The students acted according to their parents’ needs at a moderate level. The hypothesis test
showed that violence in TV medias affected the students’ imitation behavior by copying behaviors of
celebrities more than movie medias and internet. Violence in TV media had more effects on the
students’ behavior than movie media. TV media had impacts on students’ imitation behavior that they
copied behaviors from the characters and the celebrities they admired.For qualitative interviewing with
the policy committees and soap opera producers, it showed that soap opera greatly affected imitation
behavior of teenagers in terms of language, values, and sexual orientation. If the producers lacked morals
and produced socially irresponsible TV programs, this could cause problems in the future. In addition,
today’s medias could change their broadcasting methods to satellite, social media, and online, causing
uncontrollable contents. There should be organizations such as media association, content producer
association, and the office of the consumer protection board to oversee and formulate rules to control
violators since online media was the main channel that affected teenagers’ imitation behavior. Even
though all of the problems couldn’t be solved at once, it was better than having no policy.

Keywords: Teenagers, imitation behavior
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