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Concepts for Controlling Crimes that Differed from Normal Legal Measures: A Case Study in
Applying Buddhism Principles for Controlling Crimes
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Abstract

This objective of this research was to study means for controlling crimes that differed from
normal legal measures. This case study was an attempt to use principles of Buddhism as a basis for
dealing with the criminal problems, criminal causes, and applying such principles for controlling crimes.
The Thai version of Tripitaka and related literature materials were used in the study. Results from the
study were as follows:

1. Concepts and principles of Buddhism showed that crimes took place because people failed
to follow the 5 precepts at least one precept or more. In Buddhism, it pointed out that crimes were
seen as self-persecution ourselves and hurting others. Those who committed crimes were to endure
criminal and mental sufferings.

2. Based on principles of Buddhism, crimes were caused by internal factors namely greed, rage,
infatuation and external factors namely economic difficulties, inappropriate habitat and social
surroundings, and inefficient political and administrative set up.

3. To control crimes based on Buddhism principles, the study found that:

3.1. The 5 precepts involving world conditions and the Noble Eightfold Path 8 could be
adapted for this purpose;

3.2. Victims could be protected by using the Seven Sappurisdhamma, being in an
appropriate surrounding, not associating with ruffians, and associating with good citizens;

3.3. Controlling economic and societal conditions could be done by applying Principles of
Benefits, principles of economics, and Kutadantasutra for this purpose; and

3.4. For controlling organizations involved in the process of judgment, Seven Conditions of
Welfare, Five Sangahavatthu, and Four Omissions of Prejudice could be applied for this purpose.

Essentially, the Five Precepts in Buddhism were found as the most suitable concepts for
controlling crimes in society.

Recommendations made as a result of the study were 1) there should be promotion for families
to take active role in instilling religious moral into the children which would make the family institution
stronger and help to control crimes, 2) educational institutions should promote instruction of moral
education and bring about desirable behavior, 3) religious institution should take active role in instilling
moral in citizens instead of producing sacred items, and 4) the State should see the religious institution
as an important body and promote the Five Precepts so that people adhere to this belief and use the
religion as a basic mechanism for controlling crimes.

Keywords: controlling crimes, Principles, Buddhism
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